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President’s Report: Stephanie Webb 
 
 

● Legislative Issues 
AB5:  

○ Continuing to monitor and participate as needed in the AB5 Coalition comprised 
of the 8 sister orgs and other agencies in CA. Currently proposed verbiage to add 
to AB1850 has been submitted to the author and further calls to action have been 
sent into the community requesting support through legislative contact. 

○ Coordinating a meeting between all CA RID Affiliate Chapter Presidents to 
discuss the impacts now and in the future of AB5. Attempting to select a united 
action plan. Unfortunately, with the current adjustments to ways of being this 
work has been delayed. 

● Community & Member Engagement 
○ Replied to a variety of member and requestor queries, either personally or by 

placing them in contact with the appropriate leadership. 
○ Coronavirus and COVID-19:  

■ Worked with officers to develop letters to and collect contact information 
for local government, healthcare, and news agencies, interpreting 
agencies, and interpreters regarding the need for interpreters during all 
press briefings. Emphasized both the need for a consistent, clear view of 
the interpreter and the need for Deaf Interpreters, to get the information 
clearly and effectively to Deaf people. Together we developed associated 
scrid.org pages and sent out the letters. 

■ Met 3/27 and 4/13 with a member wishing to discuss press briefing 
interpreting and the organization and enlistment of qualified Deaf 
interpreters. 

■ Meeting with Kathy Goodson and Angela Kaufman 4/8. Angela had 
requested a meeting to discuss support for interpreters as well as 
interpreting services during emergency press briefings. 

■ Interviewed 4/11/20, along with Kavita Pipalia, President, CAD, by the LA 
Times for an article they will be publishing regarding the impact of the 
coronavirus on communication access for Deaf patients. 

■ Developed, in collaboration with Anthony Diaz, a survey of SoCal 
interpreters to gather information re: additional barriers to Deaf patients 
and interpreters in medical settings during the pandemic. The survey was 
shared with members across social media platforms. 

● Leadership Collaboration 
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○ Attempted to schedule a meeting between the PDC, PR, and CMP to determine 
appropriate scope of work for each committee, as there is a need to streamline 
and clarify our processes. Marcus and Paola were also included as officer 
liaisons to these committees. For various reasons this meeting has been 
delayed. I hope to meet and finalize the scope of work for each prior to next 
month’s meeting. 

○ PR: Worked out the kinks and ensured Kristeena has access to the PR website. 
Supported the work of Kristeena and Joshua (website chair) in planning and 
hosting SCRID meetups on Zoom for our members. 

○ Treasurer: Introduced Peggy and Heather so that they may work toward 
onboarding as the new QuickBooks accounts are set up. ToDo: provide 
clarification to Peggy on special event budget notes to clarify the budget. 

○ Website: Working in conjunction with Joshua Webb as website updates are 
needed. 

○ Newsletter: Submitted a President’s Message and a list of resource links. 
Reviewed and provided feedback before the final draft went out to membership. 
 

● SCRID Events 
○ None since the last meeting 

● Regional/National Level Activity 
○ DeafNation World Expo has been postponed to 2021. Online options are being 

reviewed in lieu of the anticipated Region V Workshops. Workshop registrations 
should be refunded by 30 April. 

○ The Board and Headquarters have been busy healing and building relationships 
within the interpreting and Deaf communities. Additionally, RID has been working 
to ensure interpreter coverage of White House Press Briefings, and has been 
active in encouraging the use of qualified Deaf Interpreters for these and all press 
briefings. A position statement was just released re: CDIs at press conferences. 
The statement may be found at: 
https://rid.org/rid-position-statement-cdis-at-press-conferences/ 

○ The RID President now has a Facebook page to communicate with members. 
View vlogs, etc at https://www.facebook.com/RID-President-100433531611377/ 

○ RID has established a Coronavirus Interpreter Relief Fund. Those who are in a 
financial position to do so may donate to assist interpreters struggling to make 
ends meet as social distancing has so greatly diminished work opportunities. The 
donation button may be found on the RID homepage: www.rid.org. 
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